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Hobbes. I cannot but think that the Courts would strive to
give the words a narrower meaning, and certainly the learned
author's suggestion would impose unreasonable disabilities
on my academic friends who lecture on Political Science as
compared with those who content themselves with less danger-
ous subjects : though, to be sure, not many newspapers would
want to publish reports of academic lectures even on the
political views of the three authors I have named.
The author of a literary work is, with certain exceptions
which I will mention later, the first owner of the copyright;
that is to say, the person who actually composes the work,
as distinguished from a stenographer or amanuensis who does
no more than write it down on the one hand, and from a
person who may have first suggested the idea of the composi-
tion to the author. Joint authors are those who compose a
work in collaboration so that it is not possible to distinguish
that which is done by one of them from that which is
done by the other* In the case of an encyclopaedia or such
a work as the English " Dictionary of National Biography, "
the copyright belongs to the authors of the individual arti-
cles, while the editor of the whole work has a copyright in the
arrangement and general design of the whole. The copyright
in private letters vests in the writers of the letters, who can
therefore restrain any unauthorized publication, even by the
persons to whom the letters are addressed, since the address-
ing of a private letter to a correspondent is not "publica-
tion " of the letter. In the case of an unpublished work
copyright belongs prima facie to the proprietor of the manu-
script.
There is, however, an exception to the general rule in
the case of a person employed under a contract of service
who composes a literary work in the course of his employ-
ment. In this case the employer becomes the owner of the
copyright and not the employee. Two points must be noted
here: the work must have been done in the course of the
servant's employment, and the servant will therefore retain
the copyright in any work done in his spare time; and the
contract must be a contract of service, and not a contract
for services; for example,. if the proprietor of a newspaper
invites someone to contribute aa article for the paper, h$